THE FOUR 
FUNDAMENTAL 
PRINCIPLES 


Shaykh ul-Islam 
Muhammad Bn Abdil-Wahhab 
At-Tamimi 


AW doo) 


Translation and Commentary 


Lukman Bn Abdir-Ratf As-Salafi 


This e-book is for the sole purpose of da’wah, hence we grant 
permission to anyone to distribute it for this express purpose, in 
its entirety without modifying it in any way. We do not allow 
anyone to trade this document for profit of any sort. We take this 
as a trust between the distributor and Allah, Allah, the Mighty and 
The Sublime is our witness. 


© Copyright Madrasah Ibn Taymiyyah As-Salafiyyah 
llorin, Nigeria. 
2022 


Author: 
Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Bn Abdil-Wahhab At-Tamimi (<i! 4«s)) 


Translation and Commentary: 
Lukman Bn Abdir-Ratf As-Salafi 


Compiled initially by: 
Muiz Bn Abdulwaasi’ 


Edited and re-arranged by the compiler: 
Lukman Bn Abdir-Ratf As-Salafi 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


TABLE OF CONTENTS ------------------------------------ 72-07-2222 nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn 3 
PREFACE --------------------------------------------------------- 9-2-2 -2-2 nnn nn naan anne anne 5 
INTRODUCTION --------------------------------------------------- 7-9-9202 -2 22 nono nnn 6 

COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS ---------------------------------------- 6 
INTRODUCTION II -------------------------------------------------------------"----------- 9 

COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS ---------------------------------------- 9 
INTRODUCTION III ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 13 
PART 1: The disbelievers of Makkah affirm Tawhidur-Rububiyyah--------- 17 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS, === 18 
POINTS OF BENEFIT —mnn-m---nnnnme nnn 18 


PART 2: Seeking closeness to Allah and intercession -------------------------- 20 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS --------------------------------------- 21 


PART 3: Types of Seeking Intercession -------------------------------------------- 24 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS. -------------------------------—-- 25, 


PART 4: Disbelief is a single religion ------------------------------------------------ 27 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS.------------------------------------- 28 
PARTS: Worship of the sun, the moon and the angels ------------------------ 30 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS-------------------------------------—- 31 
PART 6: Worship of Prophets -------------------------------------------------------- 32 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS -------------------------—-------—---- 32 
PART 7: Worship of saints ------------------------------------------------------------ 34 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS -------------------------—-------—---- 34 
PART 8 Worship of stones and trees ----------------------------------------------- 36 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS -------------------------—-------—---- 36 
PART 9: Seeking blessings ------------------------------------------------------------- 38 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS, ----==—=——=——=-—-——--- 39 


THE LAST PART: Greater severity of shirk in this era --------------------------- 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS -------------------------------------- 


CONCLUSION 


PREFACE 


al calug diso 9 ay cscs Pat Jou) ts eddy dual A) heel 
ida 


In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of mercy. 
All praise is for Allah and may His peace and praises be on the 
Messenger of Allah, as well as his family, Companions and allies. 
To proceed: 


After finishing our brief commentaries on the small treatise 
Nawagidul-lslam, we will start today, In sha Allah, with brief 
commentaries on another small but beneficial treatise by the 
same author Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad Bn Abdil-Wahhab At- 
Tamimi (may Allah have mercy upon him) titled Al-Qawadidul-Arba’ 
(the four fundamental principles). We will make use of the 
explanation of Shaykh Al-Allamah Ubaid Bn Abdillah Al-Jabiri 
AlHamdani (4! oa) who is a former lecturer at the prestigious 
University of Madinah and from the major scholars of this era 
who the Salafis return to in affairs affecting the ummah at large. | 
pray that Allah benefits us with it. 


Lukman Bn Abdir-Ratf As-Salafi 


4th of Shawwal 1441H, conforming to the 27th of May 2020G 


INTRODUCTION 


Shaykh ul-lslam Muhammad Ibn Abdil-Wahhab (may Allah be 
merciful upon him) said: 


Clg FSTi9 WU § SV—e Of eal Gayl G) eS aul JLol 
we (Sul Idly Ss hci |) Gao Mass Oly CoS losl Glo Clase 
Soleil Olgis SMU! ode ld pail Csi lly 


Meaning: 


| ask Allah, the Generous, the Lord of the majestic throne, that He 
takes charge of your affairs in this world and the hereafter and that 
He makes you blessed wherever you are and that He makes you 
from those who when given [they are] are grateful and when tested 
[they] are patient and when they sin, they repent. For verily, these 
three (signs) are the signs of success. 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


The Shaykh (may Allah be merciful upon him) began by praying 
for his readers with five very important prayers: 


a. That Allah be in charge of his affairs in this world and the 
hereafter by making him firm upon the correct path in this 
world and making him from the successful ones in the 
hereafter. 


b. That Allah makes him blessed wherever he is by making him 
beneficial for himself and the people. 


c. That he is grateful to Allah whenever he is enriched. Allah said 
in Surah-Ibrahim, verse 7: 


BIBI WE &) 545 G5 MOAT OILS GW AG; OSE: 313 


And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are 
grateful, | will surely increase you [in favor]; but if you deny, 
indeed, My punishment is severe. 


Gratitude to Allah can be attained by three things: 
©) Inward affirmation of the favors of Allah. 


©) Outward affirmation of the favors of Allah when 
necessary; Like mentioning the favours of Allah upon you 
to people if there is benefit in that. 


©) Directing these favors of Allah to that which pleases Him. 
Patience upon difficulty. 
Allah said in Sdrah al-Baqarah, verse 155-156: 
BiG SGA GS Lally Eotllg BEAM GS bes SOghis 
Cpe) 55a cyeils 

And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, 
loss of wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings to As- 
Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.). 

Ogden 4) Bly ty Gl 15i8 dad agirol IS) Guill 
Who, when afflicted with calamity, says: "Truly! To Allah we 
belong and truly, to Him we shall return." 


That he seeks for forgiveness whenever he sins. Allah said in 
Surah al Imran, verse 135: 


2 of & < 


[g5ARiiG aut [9353 a gcdsl 15008 5f Lind Iglad 13) Cyiliy 

Bibs glad bs ee Uatnad a9 AUIS] oahu 5885 05 Agus) 
SyAl 

And those who, when they have committed Fahishah (illegal 

sexual intercourse etc.) or wronged themselves with evil, 

remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins; - and none 

can forgive sins but Allah - And do not persist in what (wrong) 


they have done, while they know. 


INTRODUCTION II 


Lol celug disy0 9 ay cscs Pat Jo) tc edLdly daly 4) diesel 
da 


The Shaykh (41! 4«3) goes on to say: 
Lalse olay dil dad OI eualy| Ale dariod! Gf dicts il ryt Le! 
ALS atl JB LS UY pgilds ull anor ail yal Wer cgyill J 
9a YT) Sig Sadi CHE bes 
Meaning: 


Know —may Allah guide you to His obedience— that verily Al- 
Hanifiyyah (Monotheism) —the religion of Ibrahim: is that you 
worship Allah only, being sincere to Him in the religion, this is what 
Allah commands the people with and created them for, as Allah 
said: 


And | (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should 
worship me (Alone). [Suratudh-Dhariyat, Verse 56] 
COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. The Shaykh ’s methodology of writing is that he continuously 
prays for his readers and audience and calls their attention to 
what is about to be thrown to them. 


2. Guidance (Al-Hidayah) is of two types: 


a. Hidayatud-dalalati wal-irshad 


sLay Wg VIL dylro 


Guidance of (showing) evidence and explanation: this 
guidance is for the prophets and messengers and those 
who follow their way from the scholars and the callers to 
the truth in all time and place. This guidance has to do 
with explaining the truth to the people and warning them 
against falsehood. 


Allah affirmed this guidance for His Messenger #8 in 
Surah Ash-Shutra, verse: 52: 


gins bine J GAH cbly 


And verily, you (0 Muhammad *) are indeed guiding 
(mankind) to the Straight Path (i.e. Allah's religion of 
Islamic Monotheism). 


Hidayatut-tawfiq 
G90! lta 


This guidance is only for Allah and it is by Allah opening 
one's heart to the truth. 


Allah negated this guidance from the Messenger of Allah 
#8 when he wishes that his uncle, AbG Talib accepts 
Islam, but he rejected Islam and died a disbeliever. 


Allah said in Surah Al-Qasas, verse 56: 
BLE 55 <tL8S 0s Sad aul ES Cass bs GS Y aly 
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Verily! You (O Muhammad #5) guide not whom you like, but 
Allah guides whom He wills. And He knows best those who 
are the guided. 


Al-Hanifiyyah in the Arabic language 


It is an ascription to Al-Haneef which is derived from Al-Hanf 
which means: 


etal 3 rol 
Leaning or bending in one's feet. 


Al-Hanifiyyah in the legislation: 


ogi! JJ Saul ge AIL Lad as 


Total intentional inclination from shirk (polytheism) to tawhid 
(monotheism) 


Allah said about prophet Ibrahim (e}uJ! adc) in Sdrah Ali- 
Imran, verse 67: 


Ge O8 Lag laine Las OF S53 Blpai 5 Gog di Keds] OF bs 


2 
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Ibrahim (Abraham) was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he 
was a true Muslim Hanifa (Islamic Monotheism - to worship 
none but Allah Alone) and he was not of Al-Mushrikan [Strah 
al-Bagarah 2:105]. 


. The religion of the Prophets and Messengers is Islam since 
they all called to Tawhid (monotheism) and warned against 
shirk (polytheism). 


Allah said in Sarah Ali-Imran, verse 19: 
Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam. 


The Messenger of Allah * said: 


oc 
* 


Joly SGh05 «SB ABlgal Ste B54] 255 
Meaning: 


“The prophets are brothers from the same father, their 
mothers are different but their religion is one" 


[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3443) and Muslim (2365) from the 
hadith of Abu Hurairah (4ic aw! o)] 


INTRODUCTION III 


Lal cling doeog UT leg All Sguny le pully Ball AW Leoul! 
day 
Then, the Shaykh (ai! 4x5) said: 


go SI Bole (Aud Y Saba! Gi ple diols als atl SF Ede 1b 
GB Al JS 133 cdylgbll ao VI) Be (Aud Y BAI! GI LS tuoi 
Hy lgbl 3 JS 13) StoIE Sud Bole 


dinle slog os! broly lotundl Bobet! LIS 15) 120) GI ed, 1318 
Ol Ul Ya GUS dayne Eble be dal I eds© OW § QTL! ys 
4.5 JLS ail JB CU ath ABN) pg AXES) ode ye Hlaley 


cBLES gyal EU'S Ooh be 5885-4 DHS of 3255 9 al Oy 
AUS 3 MLS all LoyS3 40193 aryl ddaey Wag 


Meaning: 


If you then know that verily Allah created you for His worship 
(ibadah), then know that verily worship (ibadah) can't be called 
worship except with tawhid (singling out Allah with worship) just 
like prayer (Salah) can't be called prayer except with purification 
(taharah). So if shirk (associating partners with Allah in His worship) 
enters into worship, it becomes destroyed, just like when impurity 
(hadath) enters into purification. 


So if you know that certainly if shirk mixes with worship, it will 
destroy it and destroy the (righteous) actions and its doer becomes 
from the dwellers of the hell fire (who will dwell in it forever), you 


know that verily the most important thing upon you is to know that 
(shirk), perhaps Allah will save you from this chain which is shirk 
that Allah said about it: 


Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with him 
in worship, but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom 
He pleases. [Surah an-Nisai, verse 48] 


And this can be achieved by knowing four principles that Allah 
mentioned in His book. 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. In the above is a clarification of the vileness of shirk and the 
obligatory of warning against it. The author clarifies this in a 
number of ways: 


a. He likens worship with purification and shirk with 
impurity. This is because impurity destroys one's 
purification just like shirk destroys one's Islam. 


b. Worship can never be valid except with tawhid, if one's 
worship mixes with shirk all one's righteous actions will 
be destroyed. For example, a person who prays, fast and 
performs other righteous actions but he seeks aid from 
other than Allah and vows for them or falls into any other 
form of major shirk, all his righteous actions (like prayer, 
fasting etc.) will be destroyed. 


Allah says in Sdrah aZ-Zumar, verse 65: 


And Indeed, it has been revealed to you [O Muhammad *#], 
as it was to those (Allah's Messengers) before you: "If you 
join others in worship with Allah, (then) surely (all) your 
deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the 
losers. 


Allah does not forgive a person who dies upon shirk. 
Allah says in Surah an-Nisai, verse 48 

cFLES gyal EU'S gd be 5abige4 Bad ol $285 V alul G| 
Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up 


with him in worship, but He forgives except that (anything 
else) to whom He pleases. 


He likened shirk to nets that are used in hunting fish or 
other animals. This means that whoever falls into shirk, it 
becomes difficult for him to leave it except he who Allah 
shows him mercy. The reason for the difficulty of 
abandoning shirk is due to two major reasons: 


|. Blind following the Shaykh s and forefathers. 
Allah said in Sdrah-zukhruf, verse 23 
Laghhe BY) pai 5 SB BAS yo Ua s BS 
Odds mle Cle bls 4 dal Je Use Biss by) 
And similarly, we sent not a warner before you [O 
Muhammad ##] to any town (people) but the luxurious 
one among them said: "We found our fathers 


following a certain way and religion, and we will 
indeed follow their footsteps." 


Il. The influence of false scholars on the people. Those 
who the Messenger of Allah ® called 


Ogberos! das 
The scholars of misguidance. 
Al-Qawaid (4¢!9J!) in the Arabic language is the plural of Al- 
Qaidah (6414!) which means: 


dubs Aniarg slit! dle adiys bo 


That which the building is raised upon and rests on 
Allah said in Surah al-Bagarah, verse 127: 


CH Bifalbe YER USS Une rails cdall Go LelgAll gems 255 Sip 
And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Isma'il 
(Ishmael) were raising the foundations of the House (the 


Ka'bah at Makkah), (saying), “Our Lord! Accept (this service) 
from us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.” 


The intent of the author by Al-Qawaid is that which the 
polytheists are using as proof for their polytheism. He 
mentioned four of these false proofs and their refutations. 
And Allah knows best. 


PART 1: 
The disbelievers of Makkah affirm 
Tawhidur-Rububiyyah 


Lol calug droog AIT leg Al Ug) de edudly dSallg AU Lo>eJ! 
card 
Then, the Shaykh (4! 4x5) said: 
» do bucl! 


92 GLE a0 Sb Oo5de BB Wl Jgwy gb Qi! (USI SI obs ol 
JES S95 (Ig eruD! 3 eglew oJ WS lg prod! SiS} Vel 
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5 225 3| 56 
Meaning: 


THE FIRST PRINCIPLE: That you know that verily the disbelievers that 
the Messenger of Allah £ fought do affirm that surely Allah, the 
exalted is the creator, the provider, the controller of the universe 
and that this (their affirmation) does not enter them into Islam. 


The proof is the word of Allah: 


Say [0 Muhammad &]: "Who provides for you from the sky and 
from the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who brings 
out the living from the dead and brings out the dead from the 
living? And who disposes the affairs?" They will say: "Allah." Say: 
"Will you not then be afraid of Allah's Punishment (for setting up 
rivals in worship with Allah)?" [Surah Yunus, verse 31] 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS. 


The above shows that the idolaters, polytheists and the 
disbelievers affirmed the Tawhidur-Rububiyyah (singling out 
Allah with His actions like creation, providing, taking life etc. 
from those things that only Him has the power to do it). 


The disagreement and conflict between the Messengers 
and their people were only in Tawhid ul-uluhiyyah (singling 
out Allah with all forms of worship). 


Allah said about the polytheists in Surah Sad, verse 5: 
Sls teehee Gilde g (QI agell asi 
° . pas 


"Has he made the dliha (gods) (all) into One Ilah (God -Allah). 
Verily, this is a curious thing!" 


Meaning: Are we to be worshipping Allah alone and 
abandon the other gods, this is something strange. 


This shows the misguidance of one of the astray sects 
called: Jama’at ut-Tabligh (the Tablighi Jama'ah) who only 
call to Tawhidur-Rububiyyah day and night without paying 
attention to Tawhid ul-Uluhiyyah. 


Tawhidur-Rububiyyah alone is not sufficient to enter a 
person into Islam because the Messenger of Allah #8 fought 
the pagans of Quraish and declared them to be from the 
disbelievers while they believed in Tawhidur-Rububiyyah. 


POINTS OF BENEFIT 


From the above it becomes clear that merely professing 
Tawhidur-Rububiyyah does not make one a believer if he did 


not single out Allah with all forms of worship we are 
commanded with. 


We also see the misguidance of the Sufi scholars of 
misguidance who try to depict Tawhid as just believing Allah 
is the sustainer, creator, provider etc. while not clarifying to 
the people that this is not sufficient to make someone a 
Muslim. We ask Allah for protection and safety. 


The above is sufficient to demolish one of the doubts the 
callers to shirk use to deceive people and make them persist 
upon shirk; So, if you say to a person committing shirk: 
“stop doing this, it is shirk” and the person replies you by 
saying: “| believed Allah is the creator, sustainer, provider, 
controller of everything, the giver and taker of live etc., so 
how can you say I’m committing shirk?” Just reply to him 
with what you've learnt from this lesson. 


PART 2: 
Seeking closeness to Allah and intercession 
Lal cling drerog UT leg Al Uguny He pMLuly Ball AW Lao! 
day 


Then, the Shaykh (a!| 435) said: 
LS! bc Las 


wd AcleHs! 4,1 lI Si) gull igegig pgiges le Wgled agil 


¢ HLS 498 45a) 
Bg S5A) SV) RBIS le sWaleaig’s co lgdSST Gublige Sallll Syl ats Vi 
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Meaning: 
THE SECOND PRINCIPLE: That verily, they (the polytheists) say; we 


don't invoke them (the false deities) and turn towards them except 
to seek closeness (to Allah) and intercession. 


The proof for (their claim of seeking) closeness is the word of Allah: 


Indeed, sincere devotion is due only to Allah. And those who take 
Auliya' (protectors and helpers) besides Him (say): "We worship 
them only so that they may bring us near to Allah." Verily, Allah will 
judge between them concerning that wherein they differ. Truly, 


Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever. [Surah aZ- 
Zumar, verse: 3 | 


And the proof for (their claim of seeking) intercession is the word of 
Allah: 


And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor profit 
them, and they say: "These are our intercessors with Allah." [Sarah 
Yunus, verse: 18] 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


This second principle consists of two doubts of the polytheists in 
their taking of others as deities besides Allah. 


1. Their claim that the reason they are worshiping those things 
is that they only want to get closer to Allah. Meaning that 
they can't really please Allah except with the intermediary of 
these deities (jinn, saints, tombs, angels etc.). Allah has 
destroyed this futile doubt in the verse we quoted from Surah 
aZ-Zumar from three angles: 


©) Allah called this act of theirs worship (Ibadah) and 
worship is due only to Allah. 


C> Allah left a severe threat and warning for them due to 
their act by saying: 


“Verily, Allah will judge between them concerning that 
wherein they differ.” 


So on the Day of Judgment, the worshipped will declare 
themselves free of those worshipping them in the dunya 
as Allah said in Surah al-Ahgqaf, verse: 5-6: 


55 AI Cua I ge aul 09d (ye [gb 45 de UA 505 
Oglne Aled ye Abs AaaAl 


And who is more astray than one who calls (invokes) 
besides Allah, such as will not answer him till the Day of 
Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls 
(invocations) to them? 


(pyhS agiSlan, [gig MEI agli igi wT ad 11g 
And when mankind are gathered (on the Day of 


Resurrection), they (false deities) will become enemies for 
them and will deny their worshipping. 


From here, we know that those that are worshipped 
besides Allah are of three categories: 


® The non-living things like stones, trees 
etc. 


® Those that are worshipped without them being 
pleased with being worshiped like the angels, 
prophets, pious people, etc. 


@ Those that are worshipped and are pleased with 
being worshipped like the scholars of Sufiyyah and 
Shia who call people to worship them directly or 
indirectly. 


©) Allah declared them disbelievers, He said: 
Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever. 


2. Their claim that they only take them (the worshipped) as 
intercessors between themselves and Allah. This is because 


they believed they are sinful and can't go straight to Allah 
while those they are calling upon are pious slaves of Allah, so 
they invoke them so that they will intercede for them before 
Allah. The two verses quoted above are sufficient to demolish 
this false futile flimsy and fragile doubt of theirs. 


And Allah know best. 


PART 3: 
Types of Seeking Intercession 


Lol calug disnyo9 ayy dss Paty Jou) tc edly dually AN kes 
da 


Then, the Shaykh (ai! 435) said: 
Aiie dslaing duaie dclad (Qliclrea delrauly 
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Meaning: 


And intercession is of two types: the affirmed intercession and the 
negated Intercession. 


As for the negated intercession: it is that which is sought from 
other than Allah in that which no one has power over(it) except 
Allah. 


And the proof is the word of Allah: 


O you who believe! Spend of that with which we have provided for 
you, before a Day comes when there will be no bargaining, nor 
friendship, nor intercession. And it is the disbelievers who are the 
Zalimun (wrong-doers, etc.).” [Surah al-Baqarah, verse: 254] 


And as for the affirmed intercession: it is that which is sought from 
Allah. 


And the intercessor is honored with the intercession and the one for 
whom intercession is sought for is the one who Allah is pleased with 
his speech and action after the permission (from Allah), as Allah 
said: 


Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His Permission? 
[Surah al-Bagarah, verse: 255] 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
aa) dolads! 
Ash-Shafa’ah in the Arabic language: The word is derived from: 
Ash-Shaf’u (even) which is the opposite of (odd) y59J! 
PU pel Sige {bye doled! 
Ash-Shafa’ah in the Arabic custom: Asking for good for others 


An example is when you intercede for a debtor from the creditor 
that he gives the debtor more time to return the debt. 


Uae) Gigid Bde diy dlacg algd all (gd) tue lg flee Acad 
(ho ax0J 


Ash-Shafa’ah in the Islamic legislation: It is a request of a slave 
who Allah is pleased with his speech and action from his Lord that 
He forgives the criminals (disobedient ones from the Muslims) 


Ash-Shafa’ah (intercession) is of two types: 


1. 


The negated one: It is that which is sought from other than 
Allah in that which only Allah is capable of. 


It is called the negated intercession because the Qur'an 
negated it. 


The affirmed intercession: It is that which is sought from Allah 
with two conditions: 


@  Allah’s pleasure with the intercessor and the one 
for which it is sought for. 


@  Allah’s permission for it. 


The proof is the saying if Allah: 


OSG oh 455 Go VLE BGs BSI gets 3 UG YS 085 
(92539 2185 yal aul 
And there are many angels in the heavens, whose 
intercession will avail nothing except after Allah has given 
leave for whom He wills and pleases. [Sarah an-Najm, verse: 


26]. 


It is called the affirmed intercession because the Qur'an 
affirmed it. 


PART 4: 
Disbelief is a single religion 


Lol calug disyo9 ay dc Pat Jo) se edly dually AY cease 
da 


Then, the Shaykh (a! 4x5) said: 
ASU! Bc! 
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Meaning: 

THE THIRD PRINCIPLE: That verily the prophet & appeared amongst 
people who are different in their worships, from them is one who 
worships the angels, from them is one who worships the prophets 
and the righteous, from them is one who worships trees and stones, 
and from them is one who worships the sun and moon. So the 
messenger of Allah & fought them all and he did not make any 
distinction between them. 


The proof is the word of Allah: 


And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and 
polytheism: i.e. worshipping others besides Allah) and the religion 


(worship) will all be for Allah Alone [in the whole of the world]. 
[Surah al-Anfal, verse: 39] 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS. 


1. This third principle contains the condition of the people 
whom the Messenger of Allah & was sent to. This condition 
of theirs is that they worship different deities; from them is 
one who worships the saints, others worship the angels, 
others worship the trees and stones and so on. 


2. Allah commanded His Messenger #8 to fight them all without 
making any distinction between them. That is because they 
are all upon falsehood and opposition to Islam. It is as the 
scholars use to say: 


Biol9 dle aSUl 
Meaning: 
Disbelief is a single religion 


Meaning we have two religions on earth: Islam and disbelief 
(other religions). So it is either one is a Muslim or upon other 
than Islam. 


3. In this is a refutation of the one who says that the messenger 
of Allah & only fought those who worship idols and statues. 
Rather, anyone who directs any act of worship to other than 
Allah is a polytheist, a disbeliever whether he directed it to an 
angel, a tree, a prophet, a saint, a grave or other than them. 
That is why they were all fought by the Messenger of Allah ®. 


4. Allah named shirk as fitnah in the verse above and 
commanded His Messenger # to fight all the disbelievers 


(whether they are worshiping stones or angels or saints or 
anything). It can be derived from this that fighting and 
warning against shirk is not fitnah as some ignoramuses use 
to say, rather, the real fitnah is shirk. 


5. So if someone is to tell you that shirk is only the worship of 
idols, then reply to him with the above. 


May Allah aid us all. 


PARTS: 
Worship of the sun, the moon and the 
angels 


Lol colug disu09 ay dss Pat Jou) ds erLdls dually ieee | 
das 


Then, the Shaykh (ai! 435) said: 
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Meaning: 

And the proof for the sun and the moon is His (Allah’s) saying: 


And from among His Signs are the night and the day, and the sun 
and the moon. Prostrate not to the sun nor to the moon but 
prostrate to Allah Who created them if you (really) worship Him. 
[Surah al-Fussilat, verse: 37] 


And the proof for the Angels is His saying: 
Nor would he order you to take angels and Prophets for lords 


(gods). Would he order you to disbelief after you had been Muslims? 
[Surah Ali-‘Imran, verse: 80] 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


The Shaykh (4! 4«) brought two evidences to prove that the 
worshipped entities are many, from them is the sun, the 
moon and the angels. 


Sujid (prostration) is an act from the acts of worship which is 
solely for Allah alone. Directing it to other than Allah 
constitutes a major shirk. 


The polytheists worshiped the sun and moon due to what 
they saw of them of greatness, the sun being the king of the 
day and the moon being the king of the night. 


The angels are also taken as deities due to the fact that they 
are close to Allah. So the angels and prophets were 
worshipped with the false hope that they would get them 
close to Allah. 


Allah never commanded His servants to worship others to get 
them closer to Him, rather, He commanded us to worship 
Him alone without any partner. 


And Allah knows best. 


PART 6: 
Worship of Prophets 


Lol ceolug dis. 9 ay dss Paty Jo) ds erly dually Aleoslt 
das 


Then, the Shaykh (ai! 435) said: 
6 LS 453 LGN! rg 


2413 EuS Ole So J Guid b Ugh SI Og bo HraRL JBuditl y95 
gdb athe Cot GB) Ladd 3 le ALIS nud 3 ls ALS Adele 18S 
Meaning: 

The proof of the Prophets is the saying o Allah, The Exalted: 


And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): 
"O 'lesa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary)! Did you say unto men: 
'Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah?! “He will 
say: "Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what | had no right 
(to say). Had I said such a thing, You would surely have known it. 
You know what is in my inner self though | do not know what is in 
Yours, truly, you, only You, are the All Knower of all that is hidden 
and unseen. [Surah al-Maidah, Verse: 116] 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. In the verse quoted above is the condemnation of the 
worshippers of Christ and his mother (edu! adc) from the 
Christians. 


The fact that Allah will ask Jesus (pu! adc) about the 
Christians' worship of him does not mean that Allah did not 
know. Rather, Allah will do this to disgrace the Christians on 
the Day of Judgment because Jesus (eid! atc) will reject 
them and declare himself free of them and their (futile) 
worship of him. 


The reason why the Christians worshipped Jesus (eu! atc) 
was due to their exaggeration in him, so due to this, the 
Messenger of Allah #8 prohibited the Muslims from going 
overboard in praising him, he #8 said: 
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Meaning: 


Do not overpraise me as the Christians overpraised the Messiah 
son of Mary, | am nothing but a slave, so say: the slave of Allah 
and His Messenger 


From here, we see the misguidance of an evil sect called Sufis 
who go overboard in praising the messenger of Allah #3. A 
glimpse at their writings will quickly expose this. 


PART 7: 
Worship of saints 


Lol ceolug disu09 ay dss Pat Jo) ds edly dually Aleoslt 
das 


Then, the Shaykh (4! 4x5) said: 
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Meaning: 
The proof of the righteous is the word of Allah 


Those whom they call upon [like 'lesa (Jesus) - son of Maryam 
(Mary), 'Uzair (Ezra), angel, etc.] desire (for themselves) means of 
access to their Lord (Allah), as to which of them should be the 
nearest and they ['lesa (Jesus), 'Uzair (Ezra), angels, etc.] hope for 
His Mercy and fear His Torment. Verily, the torment of your Lord is 
something to be afraid of! [Surah al-isra, verse: 57] 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


The Shaykh mentioned this proof to show that which the 
mushriktn (polytheists) are worshiping are many, from them are 
the righteous ones and the jinn and mankind. 


The reason for the revelation of the verse has been narrated by 
the sahabi (companion) Ibn Mas'ood (4 at! 92)), he said: 


¥ 


SVG DgZea Lats Gal yo 5H glass psd Ge 525 § EIS 
OES agiodliss loi Gaull 


This (verse) was narrated about a group from the Arab who use to 
worship a group from the jinn, so the jinn accepted Islam and the 
people worshipping them do not know. [Reported by Al-Bukhari 
(4715) and Muslim (3030) ] 


The verse is general about the righteous servants of Allah that are 
worshipped without them being pleased with being worshipped 
like; Jesus, Maryam, Uzair (eid! ogc) etc. 


The verse contains a praise of the righteous people that are 
worshipped because those righteous do not know and are not 
pleased with being worshipped. Rather they seek nearness to 
Allah (with worship and righteous actions) and they hope in His 
reward and fear His punishment. 


From here, we know that the worshiped entities are three (3): 


® The non-living entities like stone, tree, etc. that are believed 
to be the representation of the righteous ones. 


@ The evil scholars who call people to worship them directly or 
indirectly, these people will lead their followers to the hell fire 
on the day of resurrection. 


® The righteous people that are worshipped without their 
knowledge or without them being pleased with being 
worshipped like ‘Ali (aie <ul 92), Jesus, Uzair, Maryam ( pause 
euJ!), the righteous people in the grave, etc. These people 
are blameless and are free from those worshipping them. 


And Allah knows best. 


PART 8 
Worship of stones and trees 


Lal celug disyo9 ayy cscs Pat Jou) tc edly dual at desl 
das 


Then, the Shaykh (ai! 435) said: 


1 JUS 495 lag Lee! Jog 
o5SNT AUT Byi09 @ CoSalig Gabi Aisessi 
Meaning: 
The proof of the trees and stones is the saying of Allah: 


Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al-'Uzza (two idols of the 
pagan Arabs). 


And Manat (another idol of the pagan Arabs), the other third? 
[Surah an-Najm, verse: 19-20] 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


The pagans believed that the three names mentioned in the verse 
above (Al-Lat, Al-Uzza and Al-Manat) are names derived from the 
names of Allah. They believed that Al-Lat was derived from Al-ilah, 
Al-Uzza from Al-Azeez while Al-Manat was derived from Al- 
Mannan. 


Al-Lat is the name of aman who lived between Makkah and Taif in 
the route people take to hajj (in the pre-Islamic period of 
ignorance) and he used to pound and prepare fine flour for the 


pilgrims and feed them with it. So when he died, the polytheists 
devoted themselves to his grave and started worshipping him. 


Al-Uzza are trees the pagans use to worship and seek nearness to 
it. 

The context of the verses quoted above is that of blame and 
rebuke. The meaning being: Inform me about these stones and 


trees you are worshipping, inform me of what they've created 
and that which necessitate their worship. 


And Allah knows best. 


PART 9: 
Seeking blessings 


Lal celug disno9 ayy cscs Pat Jou) sc erly daly at dese 
das 


Then, the Shaykh (ai! 435) said: 
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Meaning: 


And the hadith of Abi Waqid Al-Laythi (4c 4u/ 2), he said: we 
went out with the Prophet 4 to Hunayn and we were new to Islam, 
and the polytheists have a lotus tree, they use to gather around it 
and they use to hang their weapons on it(to seek blessings), it (the 
tree) is called; dhat anwat. So we went past another lotus tree, so 
we said: O Messenger of Allah make for us dhat anwat just like 
they (the polytheists) have dhat anwat. He& said: “Allah is the 
Greatest. Verily, it is a sunan (the way of the people of the past). 
You said—by the one in whose my soul is—just like the children of 
israel said to Musa: Make for us an ilahan (a god) as they have dliha 
(gods).” He said: “Verily, you are a people who know not (the 
Majesty and Greatness of Allah and what is obligatory upon you, i.e. 
to worship none but Allah Alone, the One and the Only God of all 
that exists) [Surah al-A'araf, verse: 138]." 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS. 
e155)! 


Is the plural of: Lo 9JI 


Its meaning is: 


Ege He et Gules 


Meaning: 


Hanging something on something (else). 


The polytheists used to hang their weapons on the tree to seek 


blessing from it. They believed they would be victorious by doing 
that. 


Seeking blessing (<)4!) is of two types: 


1. 


That the one seeking blessing has the belief that that which 
he is seeking blessing from owns the blessing: he gives and 
withholds it. This is a major shirk in rubUbiyyah (singling out 
Allah with His actions) and Ibadah (worship). 


It is shirk in rububiyyah because the one who seeks blessings 
from other than Allah believes there is another controller in 
the universe other than Allah. 


It is shirk in Ibadah because he submits, humbles and fears 
that which he is seeking blessing from. 


That the one seeking blessing believes that that which he is 
seeking blessing from does not have any control of the 
blessing, rather he took him as a sabab (mean, way) of 
attaining blessing from Allah, this is minor shirk and a medium 
to major shirk. 


The messenger of Allah & did not declare these people as 
disbelievers because they are new to Islam, so they were 
excused. 


This shows the severity of the Messenger of Allah #8 in refuting 
opposition to the religion. In this is a refutation of the one who 
says: “don’t refute innovations and innovators so that there will 
not be spitting in our rank”. 


This is because these people constitute one sixth (1/6) or one fifth 
(1/5) of the soldiers —because they were in a battle— and with 
that The Messenger of Allah # still refuted them. 


In this hadith is a warning from imitating the disbelievers. 


And Allah knows best 


THE LAST PART: 
Greater severity of shirk in this era 
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The Shaykh (4il 4«a) ended this unique treatise with the fourth 
principle, he said: 
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Meaning: 
THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE 


Verily, the mushrikun (polytheists) of our time are severe in shirk 
than the first (polytheist of Makkah and those before them); this is 
because the old polytheists use to commit shirk during comfort 
times and they become sincere (directing all forms of worship to 
Allah) in the difficult times. But the polytheists of our time, their 
shirk is continuous in easy and difficult times. 


The proof is the saying of Allah: 


And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah, making their 
Faith pure for Him only, but when He brings them safely to land, 
behold, they give a share of their worship to others. [Surah Surah 
Al-Ankabitt, verse:65 ]. 


And Allah knows best, may Allah send His praise (salat) and mercy 
(salam) on Muhammad & his household and companion. 


COMMENTARIES AND EXPLANATIONS 


The Shaykh mentioned here a comparison between the 
polytheists of old and the present-day polytheists to let you know 
the fact that the present-day polytheists are worse than those of 
old. 


The Shaykh mentioned the major reason why he reached this 
conclusion: that is the fact that the polytheists of old use to 
associate partners with Allah ONLY when they are in comfort and 
security. But when they are in hardship and distress, they direct all 
forms of worship to Allah alone because they know that their 
false deities can't save them from this dangerous condition. 


The evidence for this is the verse 65 in Surah Al-Ankabut which 
the Shaykh mentioned. 


Compare this —my brothers and sisters— to the condition of 
many claimants of Islam today, whenever they are in comfort and 
luxury, they commit shirk, whenever they are in hardship and 
difficulty, they likewise commit shirk. 


A person who understands the reality of shirk will clearly 
understand this. 


Also from those things that make the present-day polytheists 
worse than the polytheists of old is that: 


The polytheists of old use to worship the righteous servants of 
Allah from the angels, the pious from the jinn and mankind, the 
prophets or they worship stones and trees, but the present-day 
polytheists worship the sinful, heretic criminals who are popular 
with acts of disobedience. This will become clear when one reads 
the stories of Sufi saints, they mention evil things about their 
Shaykh, but when he dies, they take his grave as a place of 
worship and worship him. 


A very close example to us is that of BABA BULALA. That which 
was narrated from him is that he used to go around with bulala 
(cane) beating females and touching their breasts openly in the 
street, it was also narrated that he did not use to perform salat 
(prayer). With all these crimes, his grave is now from the deities 
worshipped besides Allah. May Allah save us from misguidance. 


Another reason that makes the polytheists of today worse than 
those of old is that: 


The polytheists of old use to commit shirk in uluhiyyah (the right 
of Allah to be worshipped alone without partner) alone, as for the 
present-day polytheists, their shirk is in rububiyyah (actions that 
are specific to Allah alone like creating, providing etc.) and 
uluhiyyah together. 


This will become clear when one looks into the books of the Sufis 
and shiahs and one listens to their statements. That is why the 
scholars of Sunnah use to warn against listening to their lectures 
or reading their books. 


CONCLUSION 


This is the end of the series of brief commentaries and 
explanations of the treatise, Al-Qawaid Al-Arba'a. So we hope 
from Allah the Most High, the All-Powerful, that we have been 
able to do justice to the subject — and we hope that any brother 
who come across anything from our booklet which is incorrect to 
give sincere advice. 


And it is Allah who grants success. 


And Allah knows best. 
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